
Walton Village Forum AGM and Ordinary Meeting (WVF) 
27 February 2024 8-9.30pm 

 
Walton Forum Committee 
George Curry (interim Chair) - Present 
Caroline Kaegler Devine - Present 
Emmeline Moore - Present 
Jean Bye (Chair Walton in Bloom sub-committee) - Present 
David Larner (Chair Mere Pond sub-committee) - Present 
 
Marilyn Ridgewell (Treasurer) - Apologies 
Andy Parkinson (vice Chair) - Apologies  
 
Welcome and apologies (GC) 
George Curry welcomed everyone to the meeting with a reminder that emails contain 
hyperlinks to the documents and to sign up to receive future mailing via the website. 
 
Apologies received Robin and Gina PD, Mo Atkins and XXX and Cllr Ben Green 
 
Election of committee members (GC) 
Thanks were given to current volunteer committee members and George Curry 
reminded everyone that we are looking for additional volunteers for current vacancies 
(Chair, Secretary and general committee members). 
 
Please contact any of the committee members or George directly if you are interested in 
joining the WVF Committee. 
 
Philip Truett proposed current committee members were reelected for a further year.  
This was seconded by Charles Hardwich and unanimously agreed by all present. 
 
Financial report (GC) 
The financial report was presented by George Curry in Marilyn Ridgewell’s absence, 
with attention drawn to additional funding of £5000 gratefully received by an anonymous 
donor during the year and a ringfenced sum of approx £18 500 already raised for the 
Pavilion 
 
Colin Griffiths proposed with Jane Gandy and Chris XXX seconding and they were 
accepted. 
 
Approval of previous Meeting minutes (GC) 



No comments on the minutes.  Lorraine Wheeler-Smith and Emmeline Moore seconded 
and they were unanimously agreed. 
 
WVF Committee (GC) 
George Curry introduced Shari Dance who has helped the committee with various 
activities and is keen to continue to be involved.  Shari introduced herself and was 
welcomed onto the committee. 
 
Matters Arising and AOB 
A question was asked to Cllr Rebecca Paul about the ‘no entry’ and ‘30 mph’ sign on 
Ebbisham Lane which although changed is still confusing for motorists.  Cllr Paul 
assured the WVF she is asking for the signage to be made  clearer for motorists and 
more aesthetically pleasing, but this is unfortunately taking longer than anticipated. 
 
Mere Pond (DL) 
David Larner gave an update on three topics: Mere Pond; Berkely estate and surface 
water disposal; Christmas lights (full report attached). 
 
Colin Griffiths, resident at Withybed Corner, expressed frustration about unawareness 
of the planning application and concerns about possible future flooding that may affect 
residents. 
 
Richard Harris explained the planning permission application was submitted by the 
Sandlands Park Residents Management Company not Berkeley Homes. 
 
Richard questioned David’s use of the term ‘Berkeley Homes’. DL explained he uses 
the term ‘Berkeley’ (not ‘Berkeley Homes’) in a generic sense to embrace any party 
involved with the development in question, rather than naming any particular party (e.g. 
Berkeley Homes as the developer, Sandlands Park Residents Management Company, 
the engineering consultant or the planning permission agent). 
 
Community Fridge (GC) 
George Curry provided an update on the idea of a community fridge to combat food 
waste from local businesses.  Conversations between GC and the Breech Lane 
Community Centre have taken place and are still ongoing, with the proposed site at the 
Breech Lane Community Centre adjacent to the current bin store. 
 
Howard Close Pavilion (GC) 
George Curry gave a brief update about progress to rebuild the pavilion at Howard’s 
Close.  CIP funding of approximately £x was received from XXX.  Quotes have been 



obtained from XXXX and a steer on the proposed design is being sought from the 
borough council.   
 
Lorraine Wheeler-Smith asked for assurance that the current structure would not be 
demolished before the May Pageant, which was given. 
 
Cllr Rod Ashford confirmed that he has seen plans and met with planning officers 
yesterday to provide his support, emphasising the urgent need and community 
fundraising that is supporting it. 
 
Questions were asked about the playground refurbishment and how this was done 
without community consultation and before the pavilion development, with frustrations 
aired that the equipment is not suitable for older children or accessible to those with 
disabilities.  Cllr Ashford and Cllr Zelanie Cooper suggested there may be scope to 
extend the footprint of the playground to incorporate additional equipment and/or look at 
other equipment for the recreation area (such as outdoor gym equipment), with future 
CIL bids being an option to fund this. 
 
Walton in Bloom (JB) 
Jean Bye gave an update on bulb planting around the village (opposite the post office 
and by the Blue Ball), as well as the spring display at Gun Corner.  Confirmation was 
given that there will be hanging baskets again this year. 
 
VETs defibrillator (GC) 
Since the last meeting a test of the VETs and telephone system has taken place.  The 
test didn’t go to plan, but the error has been identified and sorted.  Riddell Hall is keen 
to have their own defibrillator which would be part of the VETs system.  In the future, 
any defibrillator at the Howard’s Close pavilion would also be included. 
 
AOB 
The Open Group (GC) 
4 Soup Saturdays remaining this year at Riddell Hall. All are welcome to attend and 
enjoy a soup, bread and cheese for a donation with all proceeds going to charity (please 
see attached flyer for more information). 
 
Fire Safety around the home - Talk will take place on Thursday 18 April at 2pm at 
Riddell Hall (please see attached flyer for more information). 
 
Welcome to Walton signage (GC) 



George Curry provided an update on CIL funding for the village sign as you approach 
from Tadworth.  The application was successful in the most recent round of funding.  
We are now asking Surrey Council for an updated quote so progress can be made on 
replacing the sign. 
 
Future meeting locations (GC) 
A change to future meetings was proposed so one meeting a year will take place in the 
Fox and Hounds who have offered the back room free of charge.  This was agreed by 
those present and the June meeting will be held there.  The other meetings will continue 
to be held at Breech Lane Community Centre. 
 
Cllr Paul informed everyone that she has additional funding available via ‘Your Fund’.  
Anyone who has any ideas for capital spend is encouraged to send them to the Forum 
Committee so they can be sent on as a full list.  It was suggested that replacing the 
bench around the tree opposite Gun Corner would be beneficial. 
 
Updates 
Friends of St Peter’s (Philip Truett) 
Now have around 90 friends of St Peters, but this is a very small proportion of the 
Walton community and further ‘friends’ are needed.  All of those who value the church 
grounds are encouraged to become a friend and contribute to its uptake.  Fundraising 
events will take place during the year with a posh bottle stall at the May Pageant and 
wine tasting. 
 
There was no police and crime update as Mike Fox is recuperating and we wish him 
well. 
 
Autumn Clean Up (GC) 
This had to be cancelled at short notice due to removal of a wasps nest.  This will now 
be a spring clean up and volunteers are asked to join a general pond clean up on 22 
and 23 March. 
 
Walton Pageant (L W-S) 
Lorriane Wheeler-Smith updated on arrangements for this year’s May Pageant on 
Saturday 18 May and the theme is fashion.  The three main charities being supported 
are: Age Concern Banstead, Dylan Strong Foundation and Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air 
Ambulance.  Saturday 9 March - choosing of the May Queen, doors at 12.30pm for 
choosing at 1pm.  All information can be found at: www.waltonmaypageant.co.uk 
Due to the disbanding of WATBHA, Rob Foster will do all the food with a brewery from 
Dorking providing bottled beer. 

http://www.waltonmaypageant.co.uk/


 
Request for volunteers to help with stewarding and running the food stall.  Please 
contact Lorraine or the Pageant Committee if you are interested in helping. 
 
Thanks were given to Lorraine by all for her long commitment to the Pageant 
Committee and as Chair for the past 30 years 
 
The Gage Players (BC) 
Bernie Campbell, the new Chair of the Gage Players, introduced herself.  Next year the 
Gage will be celebrating their 75th anniversary.  Put on 2 plays a year in April and 
October, with supper evenings and social events throughout the year.  Last year the 
Players began an exciting collaboration with Walton school, working with the children to 
explore how to write a play.  
 
Spring production of ‘The Nightingales’ at 8pm on 25, 26 and 27 April (please see 
attached flyer) 
 
Roles are available for anyone who wants to be involved including new actors, back 
stage and front of house. Also currently looking for a secretary for the Gage Committee. 
 
TWRA Planning Report (RH) 
Richard Harris gave an update on Walton planning.  During the last 5 months, 33 
applications have been submitted in the village.  The TWRA considered 18 and 
objected to 6 - of those 2 have been refused, 2 approved with conditions and the other 2 
concerned tree work in the conservation area which didn’t have TPOs and the council 
are therefore unwilling to refuse planning.  One of the 2 applications approved with 
conditions was the surface run off from the Sandlands Park estate (also referred to as 
Berkely estate), which was reviewed by Surrey Council sustainability team and 
alterations made. 
 
An update on the planning application for Chequers Lane was also given.  A meeting 
was held in conjunction with Heath Drive Residents Association, WVF and TWRA (who 
have formed a working party), with many residents attending.  Around 400 objections 
were received.  The working party is considering next steps and preparing for various 
scenarios including speaking to other areas who have experienced similar applications 
and considering other sites currently available for sale to secure them against future 
development. 
 



Jean Bye asked about the fencing already erected at an adjacent plot which is likely to 
be having a detrimental impact on wild animals by blocking their movement.  This has 
been done without permission and the enforcement team has been notified. 
 
Reigate and Banstead & Surrecy County Cllr Q&A 
Cllr Rod Ashford gave an update on Chequers Lane as he spoke to the relevant office 
this morning.  They have received an assessment from the Highways Agency, are 
waiting for information from the Wildlife Trust and the officer is considering the village 
and its surroundings.  Working towards a decision for 7 March, with Cllr Ashford 
assuring the WVF that if it were approved it would be taken to an open planning 
meeting.  With regards to the fencing, he believes an enforcement notice has been 
served and confirmed it is not part of the planning application site. 
 
Cllr Ashford also confirmed that he has discussed the issue of providing full name and 
address on planning applications - a question was asked at the full council meeting and 
a full review will be undertaken by the local planning group. 
 
Cllr Rebecca Paul spoke about the 2 projects that have had the biggest impact on the 
village - the 20mph zone and the average speed cameras on the Dorking Road.  Also 
updated about a new road and pavement repair project called ‘Project Horizon’ which 
will include Chucks Lane, A217 from Tadworth roundabout to Burgh Heath and 
pavements from Chinthurst School into the village.  Rebecca asked everyone to let her 
know of any roads or pavements that need assessment.  The second phase of the M25 
surface noise improvement pilot will take place in the autumn.   
 
Cllr Zelanie Cooper confirmed there was a successful councillor surgery at Riddell Hall 
at the weekend with lots of suggestions from residents.  Please let her know of any bus 
stops that need repairs as she is working with a team at the moment.  6 gas leaks were 
found outside the shops at Tadworth and the infill has begun today. 
 
Jeff Temple from the TWRA was present but no further update was needed. 
 
Dates of future meetings 
25 June 2024, 8-9.30pm, Fox and Hounds pub 
29 October 2024, 8-9.30pm, Breech Lane Community Centre 
 
End of meeting 
GC closed the meeting at 9.45pm and thanked everyone for their contributions. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


